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Licensing Summary 
This document provides summary information as to your 

responsibilities to obtain the necessary broadcast and music 

licenses need to run your School Radio station. 

This information is provided as a guide only and we strongly recommend that you contact each of 

the listed licesning bodies to confirm which licenses (and fees) may apply to your project. 

Broadcasts Licenses 

 

In the UK, all commercial and community radio broadcasters are regulated by OFCOM which is the 
independent regulator for the broadcast and communication industries. 

Whilst OFCOM license and regulate FM, AM and DAB radio broadcasters, currently their remit does 
not include web radio stations or radio delivered by closed networks (intranet), downloads or wired 
speaker systems. In other words, unless you are planning on broadcasting on FM, AM or DAB you 
will not need a broadcast license from OFCOM for your School Radio station. 

Music Licensing 
If you play any type of commercial music as part of your School Radio project you will most likely 

need to obtain music licenses from both of the UK music licensing bodies. 

  PPL (Phonographic Performance Limited) 
PPL is the licensing body that represents the record companies and performers, and all business or 

public areas in the UK must have PPL licenses if they want to play music. This includes listening to a 

radio in an office! 

For School Radio there are potentially two different PPL music license that might apply depending on 
your choose broadcast method. 

Broadcasting on the Web (including School Radio Player) 

For schools that broadcast using the publicly using the internet (including if you use School Radio 
Player) then the license that is most likely to apply is the Online Radio - Small Radio Service license 
which costs £204.18+vat (correct at time of writing) a year and is adequate to cover almost all 
School Radio needs. 

Broadcasting Around Your School Network Only (i.e. not accessible outside of your school 
network) 

For schools that want to restrict access to their School Radio station to within their school via their 
school network only, then a slightly different PPL music license would apply. In this scenario, the 
PPL Student Radio license would apply which starts from £163.00+vat (correct at time of writing). 

http://www.ofcom.org.uk/
http://www.ppluk.com/
http://www.ppluk.com/
http://ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Online-radio-and-services/
http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Student-radio/


Copyright P Squared Ltd © 2015 
 

In addition, this license may also cover the use of hardwired speakers in key areas as long as they are 
only accessible in your school grounds. You should check with PPL to ensure that you are covered. 

Speakers in key areas (hardwired or streamed) 

If you have a PPL Student Radio license (see above) then this also covers the use of hardwired 
speakers in key areas of your school. If you have a PPL  Online Radio - Small Radio Service license for 
broadcasting on the web but you also want to put speaks in key areas of your school then you will 
need to obtain an additional Student Radio License (£163+vat) in order to cover your speaker 
installation. 

All license fees are renewable annually. 

We can provide a Music Licensing Bolt-on service for your school to take 
away the hassle, paperwork and time spent better 
elsewhere.  Contact sales@schoolradio.com or visit our School Radio 
Player page for more Bolt-on options. 

 

 Music Licensing Bolt-on* 
 Ensure you are licensed to use commercial music in your live 

School Radio broadcasts 
 License fees paid for the school to PPL and PRS 
 Quarterly reporting included 
 No paperwork 
 Add for £40 per month 

 
*Terms and conditions apply.  Must be subscribed to School 
Radio Player. 

 

PPL Quick Links 

PPL Main Website - http://www.ppluk.com/  

Online Radio - Small Radio Service (apply online) - http://www.ppluk.com/I-

Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Online-radio-and-services/  

Student Radio License (intranet only) - http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-

Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Student-radio/  

Contact PPL - http://www.ppluk.com/Contact-Us/  

 

Please note that whilst we are happy to offer advice, we are not authorised to speak on behalf of 
PPL and cannot offer any music usage rights directly. We recommend that you talk to the directly to 
confirm the information provided. 

http://ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Online-radio-and-services/
mailto:sales@schoolradio.com
http://www.schoolradio.com/products/school-radio-player
http://www.schoolradio.com/products/school-radio-player
http://ppluk.com/
http://www.ppluk.com/
http://ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Online-radio-and-services/
http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Online-radio-and-services/
http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Online-radio-and-services/
http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Student-radio/
http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Student-radio/
http://www.ppluk.com/I-Play-Music/Radio-Broadcasting/Radio-types/Student-radio/
http://ppluk.com/Contact-Us/
http://www.ppluk.com/Contact-Us/
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  PRS (Performing Rights Society) 

PRS is the body which represents composers, songwriters & music publishers and collects money on 

their behalf from any business or organisation that uses copyright music. Just like PPL, PRS offer a 

small scale web radio license which is idea for School Radio. The Limited Online Music License 

(LOML) costs £129+vat (correct at time of writing) per year and is adequate to cover the needs of 

most School Radio projects. Also like PPL, the license situation may change if you play your radio 

station through fixed speakers so we recommend you speak to them directly before applying online. 

 

PRS Quick Links 

PRS Main Website - http://www.prsformusic.com/Pages/default.aspx  

Limited Online Music License (LOML) - 

http://www.prsformusic.com/users/broadcastandonline/onlinemobile/MusicSer

vices/LOML/Pages/LOML.aspx  

Contact PRS - 

http://www.prsformusic.com/aboutus/contact_us/Pages/default.aspx  

 

Please note that whilst we are happy to offer advice, we are not authorised to speak on behalf of 
PRS and recommend that you talk to the directly to confirm the information provided. 
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