and the National
Curriculum in England
This document outlines how School Radio can help you to deliver the National Curriculum in
England by meeting several statutory aims and recommended guidelines across multiple
core and foundation subjects relating to key stages 1, 2 and 3.
These have been broken down by subject with direct reference to the relevant sections of
the new National Curriculum that will be fully employed across all subjects in England by the
end of the 2014/15 academic year.
The aim of this document is to demonstrate how a School Radio system can help your
school to meet the relevant criteria within the National Curriculum in a creative, engaging
and fun way that will benefit the whole school community.
“Pupils should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check
understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and
build on the ideas of others; and select the appropriate register for effective
communication” – The National Curriculum – 6.2 Spoken Language (p11)
For a full annotated version of the National Curriculum, which includes over 106 notes on
how School Radio can help to achieve a majority of the standards please call
01482 350 700 or email sales@schoolradio.com (School Radio Customers only).
English
What the curriculum says:
“Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard
English. They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check
understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on
the ideas of others; and select the appropriate register for effective communication.”
“Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and
classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read
independently”
How we can help:
A question and answer session or debate are popular, tired and tested forms of a radio
show. Creating this environment for students around the subject of a book report,
assessment of a historical event, ethics and morality and other topics that arise from lessons
allows students to demonstrate their own understanding of a topic as well as learn from
their peer’s assessment.
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What the curriculum says:
“Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as
integral aspects of the teaching of every subject.”
How we can help:
In producing a radio show for an audience the emphasis is primarily on language in all its
forms. From writing and reading a script to talking to co-presenters, School Radio helps to
develop language as a student’s primary tool.
Maths
What the curriculum says:
“Pupils should be taught to apply arithmetic fluently to problems, understand and use
measures, make estimates and sense check their work.”
How we can help:
Timing and estimating are two of the essential skills used to produce a fluent and
entertaining radio show. By doing this, students will gain a thorough understanding of
numbers and their practical use through a fun and engaging process.
Inclusion
What the curriculum says:
“A wide range of pupils have special educational needs, many of whom also have
disabilities. Lessons should be planned to ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil
achieving.”
How we can help:
School Radio’s AR1 is the world’s most accessible radio studio and has been developed in
conjunction with several special schools from around the UK to increase accessibility for
presenters with physical disabilities.
As a tool, radio has a strong track record of empowering people with both SEN and physical
disabilities. Using the AR1 helps to reduce the barriers and empower students with
disabilities.
History
What the curriculum says:
“The writing they do should include narratives, explanations, descriptions, comparisons,
summaries and evaluations.”
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How we can help:
A class production of a radio history drama can be an effective way of meeting the
aforementioned disciplines. At the script development stage, the story can be directed so
that characters appropriately address narrative, explanation, description, comparison,
summary and evaluation. An exercise like this also involves all students and ensures that
everyone is working on their individual roles to contribute to the completed task.
What the curriculum says:
“Teachers should develop vocabulary actively, building systematically on pupils’ current
knowledge. “
How we can help:
School Radio can be an effective review tool as it allows presenters to record their output
and subject it to both self and peer review.
Drama
What the curriculum says:
“All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding
associated with the artistic practice of drama.”
“They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and
a range of audiences”
How we can help:
Radio dramas are one of the oldest, most successful and best-loved forms of entertainment.
By re-creating these students learn the role of drama, develop the associated skills and learn
how to write a script. It also allows for a group review of the spoken word and provides a
lasting reference, so students & teachers can measure the progress being made by referring
to previous recordings.
R.E
What the curriculum says:
“It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently,
and with confidence”
How we can help:
Presenting a radio show of any description to peers helps to build a student’s confidence
and leads to more fluent and proficient reading. By performing topic bulletins or discussing
different religions and customs within a show also helps students to gain an understanding
of different cultures and the world around them.
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